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.; ,  iMONTitLY  FOOD  SJPPLI  F£.PORT    -    APRIL  1916  • 

I J   The  monthly  survey  of  the  adequacy  of  food  supplies  inaicated  a  significant  change 
,  V     in  the  general  food  situation  from  a  month  earlier.    Canned  and  frozen  fruits,  al- 
though reported  -'eneraliy  scarce  for  some  time,  continued  to  become  less  readily 
available;  canned  and  frozen  vegetables  are  curreritly  adequate  yet  generally  more 
diffioilt  to  ODtain  than  during  early  Liarch.    There  was  a  sharp  decline  in  the 
availability  of  fresh  and  cured  meats.    Supplies  of  raisins,  dried  beans,  butter, 
cheese,  fats  and  oils,  rice  and  laundry  soaps,  flalces  and  povfder,  were  "generally 
scarce.    Supplies  of  canned  juices,  canned  green  beans,  Irish  potatoes,  caboage, 
citrus  fruit  and  chicken  v^ere  generally  m.eeting  demands  and  supplies  of  sugar 
were  generally  adequate  to  meet  ration  demands.    Over  ten  percent  of  the  areas  in 
all  regions  reported  a  surplus  of  shell  eggs  during  early  April, 

The  216  reports  summarized  in  this  analysis  are  based  on  information  gathered  by 
field  representatives  of  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration  during  the 
first  v;eek  of  April  at  meetings  of  food  advisory  committees  and  by  direct  communi- 
cation vdth  the  food  trades.     The  number  of  area  reports  received  from  each  of  the 
five  regions  is  as  follows:    I'ortheast  30,  Midv/est  60,  South  Ul ,  Southv-est  h2,  and 
•.Test  37. 


The  analysis,  as  in  the  past,  is  divided  into  three  parts.    Part  I  gives  a  nar- 
rative summaiy  of  the  month's  developments.    Part  II  gives  percentage  fipures  for 
each  region,  dividing  comjnodities  into  three  grouos:  generally  scarce,  generally 
adequate,  and  unbalanced.     It  must  be  rem.embered  that  these  percentages  are  based 
on  the  number  of  areas  reporting  the  situation,  rather^  than  on  quantitive  measures 
Furtaermore,  each  area  report  is  given  equal  weight  in  com.puting  the  region  and 
U.S.  totals.    Thus,  shortage  situations  or  differences  among  regions  maybe  exag- 
gerated.   Part  III  shows  the  food  situation  in  2b  selected  localities. 

The  three  categories  of  adequacy  of  supplies  used  in  this  survey  are  defined  as 
follows: 


Scarce:         Supply  is  less  than  three-quarters  of  current  dem.and. 

Adequate:      Supply  more  tlian  three-quarters  of  ciurrent  demand 
but  not  sufficiently  in  excess  of  such  demand  to 
cause  excessive  inventories. 

Surplus:       Able  to  obtain  supplies  in  quantities  greater  than 
demand.     Inventories  heavy  and  rapidly  becoming 
excessive  in  viev;  of  current  level  of  demand. 


^  R  Y 


PAET  I 


-    ADEQUACY  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 


Fruits  and  Vegetables 

Canned  Fruits;      Throuf^hout  alncst  all  areas  supplies  of  cann-:;d  fruits  -.-ere  r,ot 
meeting  dr-mands  in  early  April  and  a  larper  proportion  of  the  areas  reoortod 
peaches,  fruit  cocktail,  and  pears  as  scarce  than  in  the  previous  month.  Pine- 
apple was  reported  scarce  in  9'-  percent  of  the  areas,  while  peaches  and  fruit 
cocktail  vrere  reported  scarce  in  over  95  percent  of  the  reoorting  areas.  Peaches 
Yrere  adequate  in  only  17  percent  of  the  reporting  areas  compared  with  25  perce^nt 
a  month  earlier.  .  .    '  ^ 

Canned  Juice:    Grapefruit  juice,  orange  juice,  and  orange-grapef rait  blended  juice  ^^ 
v^ere  adequate  in  all  regions,  and  snowed  little  change  from  the  previous  month  ■ 
except  in  the  Southwest  where  fewer  of  the  areas  reported  a  surplus  of  grapefrtiit 
juice.    Pineapple  juice  was  reported  scarce  in  99  percent  of  the  reporting  areas, 
Tomato  juice  supplies,  although  reported  adequate  in  75  percent  of  the  reporting- 
areas,  were  meeting  demand  in  a  smaller  proportion  of  the  areas  then  in  the  pre- 
vious month. 

Canned  Vegetables;    Canned  green  and  i;.'ax  beans,  corn,  and  peas  continued  to  be 
generally  adequate  in  a  large  proportion"  of  the  reporting  areas.    A  slight  de- 
cline in  availability  was  reported  l  or  corn  and  peas  as  com.pared  to  early  March, 
Canned  tomatoes  w-jre  reported  scarce  in  b7  nercent  of  the  areas  as  compared  to  83 
percent  the  previous  month,  continuing  the  trend  of  the  past  four  m.onths. 

Frozen  Foods;    Frozen  fruits  continued  short  of  demands  generally.    Apricot  and 
peach  supplies  currently  are  reported  inadequate  in  about  65 -perc  ent  of  the  re-  . 
porting  areas  as  compared  to  about  57  p'^-rcent  the  previous  month.    Frozen  straw-- 
berries  v/ero  reported  scarce  in  96  percent  of  the  areas.     In  the  Southwest  and 
Vifest  a  smaller  proportion  of  the  areas  reported  scarcity  than  the  previous  month. 
However,  a  larger  proportion  reported  scarcity  in  the  other  regions.     Frozen  vege- 
table supplies  showed  little  change  fromi  the  month  earlier.     Snap  beans,  corn,  peas, 
and  spinach  v\rere  meeting  demands  in  about  three-fourths  of  the  ?.re:-is;  lima  b'-eans 
remained  generally  scarce. 

Dried  Foods;      Dried  prunes  were  generally  m.eeting  demands.     In  comparison  v/ith 
the  previous  month  the  improvement  of  supplies  in  relation  to  demand  in  the 
Southwest  wa.s  offset  by  an  increase  in  the  percentage  of  areas  reporting  scarci- 
ties in  the  western  region.     The  situation  with  respect  to  raisins  was  approxi- 
mately the  same  in  all  regions  y/ith  only  about  one-half  of  the  areas  reporting  ■ 
an  adequate  supply.    Dried  beans  vfere  scarce  in  ^.'3  percent  of  tht  areas  reporting, 
which  was  approximately  the  same  as  in  the  previous  riOnth, 

Fresh  Foods;    Oranges  and  cabbage  ivere  meeting  demands  in  over  98  percent  of  the 
areas,  the  same  situation  that  existed  the  previous  month,     Irish  potatoes  were 
reported  adequate  or  surplus  in  all  areas.     In  the  South  and  Southv;est  they  were 
reported  surplus  in  10  and  21  p^^rcent  respuctively  of  thj  reporting  areas. 

Meats,  Dairy  Products,  Fats,  Sugar,  and  Other  Items :.        ,  ^ 

Meats :    Supplies  of  fr.esh  and  cured  meats  were  insuffici  nt  to  meet  the  demand  in 
most  areas  reporting.    A  drastic  decline  in  the  proportion  of  areas  reporting 
adequate  supplies  is  apparent  compared  to  a  month  earlier.     Be^f  steaks  and  roasts 
were  scarce  in  86  percerit  of  the  reporting  areas  in  April  compared  to  Sh  percent 
in  early  March.    Reflecting  marked  declines  in  availability  from  the  previous 
month,  91  percent  of  the  reporting  areas  indicated  veal  vras  not  meeting  current 
demands,  and  about  the  ame  percentage  of  areas  reporited  inadequate  supplies  of 


pork  loins  an  -  chops  and  ro.'.sts,  md  fr^-sh  and  cured  ham  and  shoulder.  Supplies 
of  lamb  vrcTvi  reported  scarccj  i/r  6l  p.:rcent  of  the  areas  in  earlj'-  April  conpar^d 
tc    2  perC'.nt  in  darly  Msarch.    Sixty  p  ire  en  t  of  the  areas  reporting  showed  a 
sc'-.x-city  of  salted  f-.t  cuts,  and  3?  percent  reported  a  scarcity  of  bacon,  V/ith 
the  exception  of  bacon  and  salted  fat  cuts,  most  meats -v.-ere  more  readily  available 
in  the  30uthv:est  and  -^-st.than  in  other  rj^jions,    Qcicon  supplies  continued  to  im- 
prove in  relr.tion  to  demand  ii;  the  nort. least,  although  this  v/as  offset  by  an  in- 
crjased  proportion  of  areas  with  inadequate  supplies  in  other  regions.    No  signifi- 
cant ciiangc  from  the  previous  month  was  observed  in  the  supply  of  canned  meats 
and  cold  cuts.    About  one-half  of  the  areas  reported  canned  meats  as  adequate,  and 
ovc:r  90  percent  reported  a  sufficient  supply  of  cold  cuts. 

Fish:    Fresh  and  frozen  fish  supplies  were  reported  adequate  in  71  percent  of  the 
reporting  ar-^as.    Significant  improvement  in  supplies  was  apparent  in  all  regions 
except  the  WuSt, v/here  the  proportion  of  areas  reportinp;  a  scarcity  increased 
from  2y  percent  in  March  to  50  percent  in  April.    Canned  salmon,  tuna  and  sardines 
continu--.d  scarce  in  over  90  percent  of  the  areas. 

Dair^'  Products;    The  demand  for  butter  was  not  being  met  in  92  percent  of  the 
reporting  areas.    In  the  Midivest  the  availability  declin'id  from  the  previous 
month.    Cheese  continued  to  be  geric rally  scarce  in  "^ill  regions j  however,  slight 
improvt3Tient  appeared  in  the  south,  south:vest,  and  v/est.    The  percentage  of  areas 
reporting  evaporated  milk  as  scarce  increased  from  57  porcent  during  early  M?rch 
to  6l  percent  during  April  rrita  the  greatest  incror-so  in  the  proportion  of  areas 
reporting  scarcity,  from  hh.  to  66  percent,  in  the  northeast. 

Fats  and  Oils  ;      There  v;as  a  continu<--d  incre-pse  in  the  percentage  of  areas  re- 
porting a  shortr're  of  margarine.     For  the  country  as  a  whole,  onlyll;  percent  of 
the  areas  reported  supplies  sufficient  to  meet  demands,    A  marked  decrease  in  the 
percentage  of  areas  reporting  rdeou-ite  supplies  v;as  observed  in  the  midvrest  region 
where  supplies  in  the  past  '.vere  more  nearly  mt-eting  demands  than  in  other  regions. 
La-  i  supplies  were  not  meeting  demands  in  67  percent  of  the  reporting  areas,  com- 
pared to  55  percent  the  previous  month.    All  regions  reported  a  decline  in  lard 
supplies  in  relation  to  demand.    Shorteriing  and  salad  o:' Is  continued  scarce  in 
cv^r  95  percent  of  all  areas. 

Soap;    Soap  and  v/ashing  powder  were  generally  scarce  throughout  the  country.  No 
significant  chang^-s  v/ere  observed  from  the  previous  month  except  a  slight  decrease 
in  availability  in  the  V/est. 

Sugar  J      Ihie  supply  of  sugar  was  meeting  the  mtion  demand  in  93  percent  of  the 
areas  ru-porting  during  eir.rly  April  as  compared  to  9'^  percent  the  previous  month. 
Supplies  improved  in  four  of  the  five  regions,  but  a  slightly  hi^er  percentage 
of  the  areas  in  the  northeast  i-oported  sugar  as  scarce. 

Other  It  :ms;       During  early  April  siiell  egfrs  \jere  reported  adequate  in  82  per- 
cent of  the  areas.    Surpluses  v.'-ej.;  reported  in  10  to  32  percent  of  the  areas  in 
each  of  the  five  regions.    In  the  southv-'est  and  west  some  decreases  in  the  per- 
centore  of  areas  reporting  surpluses  was  diservod.     The  south  r-^iported  the  highest 
proportion  of  surplus  areas  during  early  April,  v/hen  they  rose  to  32  percent, 
compared  to  22  perc  ;nt  tii.  -previous  m.onth.     Chicken  sunrDlies  continued  to  be  ade- 
quate in  almost  all  areas;  hov/ever,  for  the  country  as  o  ivhole,  the  proportion  of 
surplus  areas  decreased  from  l6  p -re  jnt  in  L'^arch  to  li  percent  in  April. 

Rice  -.Tas  mor-  difficult  to  obtain  the  first  part  of  April  than  in  the  previous 
month  in  all  regions  except  th    northeast.     For  the  country  as  a  v/hole,  78  percent 
of  the  areas  reported  supplies  insufficient  to  meet  demand  compared  to  69  percent 
in  early  Larch. 

-  3  - 


PkRT  II  -  i'atioijal  aid  :^gic:-..l  iiTUATic::  "^y  a:::oriT:i.3 


F0CD3  THaT  ARE  GErJERkLLI  SCARCE  (A)  —  r-^portea  scare-  by  at  least  one-third  of 
the  areas  in  all  five  regions,  TJational  liruros  are  ba.sed  on  the  actual  numb-^r 
of  areas  reporting,  and  are  not  averagos  of  the  roricnal  percentages. 
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